EAST  AND  CENTRAL  AFRICA

THE RHODESIAS AND NYASALAND
The last territories to be noticed in this section, strict
in Central Africa, are the Rhodesias and Nyasaland. Southe:
Rhodesia is a self-governing colony and does not COB
within the ambit of the Colonial Empire. As in the case \
Newfoundland, its relations with the mother country a
dealt with through the Dominions Office, Since the
of responsible government in 1923, Southern Rhodesia
possessed its own Prime Minister and Cabinet, but is y
not quite a Dominion, since certain subjects, especial
foreign affairs, are still reserved. Indeed, it is somewhat:
the position of Mahomet's coffin, suspended 'twixt ean
and heaven, or on the borderline between junior and senic
partnership, and thus usefully points the way of transitic
between the Colonial and Dominion systems. Its goven
ment, moreover, does not substantially differ from that <
Ceylon, described in a later chapter, which has also no
attained what is virtually Dominion status, except that whl
the whole population of Ceylon possesses adult suffrage, i
the case of Southern Rhodesia the franchise is in practic
largely confined to the white settlers, though, under tl
terms of constitution, Africans can acquire the franchise o
the same conditions as Europeans. The European populatio
is about 70,000, while the Africans number nearly i .J millioi
The vast tract of country to which the name of Rhodes:
was given in honour of its founder, Cecil Rhodes, ws
brought under British influence as the result of his dreai
of a continuous extension of British territory stretching froi
Cape Colony up into Egypt and united by a Cape-to-Cair
Railway. Before the international scramble for African terr
tory had fairly begun, Rhodes foresaw the possibilities c
expansion to the north, and to carry out his great project, t